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Rock’s roots? Begin with Chester

B Bill Haley and the Comets
guitar player Johnny Kay beats
the drum for Chester. He and
former band members have a
new CD out to honor city.

Hy LALURA WISELEY
Times Comrespondent

here's no question in Johnny

Hay's mind where rock o roll

really began. “I've heard peco

ple saying Elvis Prealey start-

ed rock ‘o’ roll, that the :

Benthes started rock ‘n’ roll,”
he sabd.

“Chuck Berry and Litthe Richard said
for years that they started it. But I'm
tired of everyone rewTiting history.”

Where it begun, Kay said, was night
hiere in Delaware County, in a lttle city
called Chester,

“This is the place rock 'n’ roll start.
ed,” he said. “This iz where reck "o’ roll
wient worldwide. And this is the area
that's being overlooked.”

And that's why Kay titled his latest
album “Songs from the Cradle of Rock "N
Roll: Chester, PA.” The album, on which
Kay sings and plays lead gaitar for his
band Jh Hockets, was released this
mnth.

Kay, the former bead guitarist for the
Chesterbased band Bill Haley and the
Cometa, said that it wna
one of Haley's signaturs
sonpgs, “Rock-A Boatin'
Boogie,” that first used
the term “rock ‘o roll,”
making the city the
birthplnee of the Lerm.

“Rill Haley and the
Comets — we ware all
local Chester guys,” he
maid. “That's why
Chester is the eradle of
rock "o’ roll.”

As a tribute to the
eity's signature sound,
Eay and the JK
Rockets — which
includes fellow Chester
natives Bidl Rapp on
rhythm guitar and Stan
EKay on drums = have
recagled 12 BOERER =
styles ranging from
rockabilly to Chicags-
style blues Lo what Kay
calls “folksy country.”

“For each song,
what we did was try 10 quits
take elements from the v
kind of music we likied
in the ‘50w and "60s and give it & modern
flair,” Kay said.

The title song, Kay said, is inevitably
the favorite of everyone who Hstens 1o the

Johnny Kay plays his old Gibeon

Thie album jacket for Bill Haley and the Comels features Johnny Kay on right playing

guitar.

album, Other fan favorites inclode the bal
lad "Brasd New Ma" and the Johnny
Cash-eagquo “Good Good Thing.”

Kay's perscnal faverites aro the songa
that closely mirror his own experienses as
& longtime muskcian.

"My favorite, “Too
Much Rock "N” Roll in
"Em Bones,” is about &
iy who just fewls too
good Bacanse he's full of
rock "n’ roll,” Kay sxid.
*And Mever 2 Lato 2
Bock,” which was going
tx he the tithe of the
alhum until we recorded
‘Cradle,” is about coming
full cirele, the way 1
went from being a rock
'n’ roller 1o a business-
man and back to a rock
'n' roller. When | was
younger, | thought I'd be
done with rock “n" roll

ook at all the alder guys
that are still playing -
the Fagles, Acrosmith.

They're still drawing

i preat clouds, so mayhe

you are never oo old to
rock.”

Kay's own carcer
staried in his teens,
when he formed a band

that eventually became known as Jokeny
Kay and the Rockets,

“Oime night, we were plaving at the
VFW post in West Chester, and Bill
Haley's manager came in to listén o as,”

to Kay,

“Bill had always been a very talented
songwriter, and 1 said to him, "Why don't
you writs o few songs, and we'll kave fun
singing them™" Kay said “Then, my
brother (Stan) got involved and said,
“Why don't we record them™ He set us up
in kis.studio in Glen Mills, and for two
vears, we worked on putting together an
album, with Bill recording in Montana
and digitally sending us his recordings,
and Stan and me working in his studio,”

The album was released last month,
and is available through the JE Rockets
Web aite, www jkrockets.com. It will alse
be available on iTunes later this month.

“We've been gotting great reactions
from all over the country, and it's even
gelting some interest in Burope,” Kay
aaid

And, though he was hesitant to talk
about his time with the Comets for many
years, Kay said the album’s had the added
benefit of helping him re-live the good
timies.

“For a lang time, | thought that part
of my life was over, but then one day you
realize that music is in your soul, and you
can niver shake it You'se got to have
that musie fix all the time, You've got to
11I'|.1|.

"For Kay, that also means playing

by the time [ was 40, but

where it all began.

“I'm hecky,” he said. “1 was in the
right place at the right time in the right
city. | think that's why this album ks hap-
pening now — #o that we could come full
eircle.”

-
Far mon eRfrmalion o JE Rockets, or
to hoar a previee of “Songs from the Cradle
of Rock N Foll,” vt i ghrockeis oo,

Want to listen?

m Look online to hear lobnoy Kay's
favorite song. Click on entertainmeent tab
at www, delcotimes.oom

b madd, “The mext Saturdsy, | got & phone
call asking if I'd like to sudition for the
Camets. [ thought it was & joke, and sven
when [ went to Bill Haley's offics in
Chester, | thought oné ol
my friends wns going to be |
thirn to any (Gote

The call was true,
though, and after playing
"Johnny B. Goode”™ and
"Shake, Rattle and Kol
for Haley, e was asked 1o
learn the guitar salo for
“Rock Around the Clock”
by the end of the next
week

JK ROCKE TS’

Kay spent the next
cight years playing lead
gaitar for Bl Haley and
the Comets, traveling
arcund the workd a8 &
member of the band.

After beaving the
Comets, Kny opened a
video production business,
which he operated for 30
yeara before seling it last
year,

Two years ago, Bill
Rapp, whoe had moved to |
Montans, came back to e
the area for a visit — and .Emwmhmﬂm“'wm |I-l
made a fateful phone call  tribute to Chaster and its rode in the genre's developrment
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